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Section  8. Causality and Time Reversal 

 

Why is the past unchangeable, and why does the present appear to arrive only once? In classical 

physics, many fundamental laws are time-symmetric. In principle, if every motion could be reversed 

exactly, one might imagine reconstructing the past. Yet lived experience and thermodynamic reality 

strongly resist such reversibility. 

Within the CUWF framework, this tension is addressed by rethinking causality itself. Causality is not 

treated as a simple sequential chain of events laid out along an independently existing timeline. It is 

treated instead as a collapse relation arising across entangled structures within an entropic wave field. 

The familiar temporal order of cause first and effect later is therefore not the deepest level of reality, but 

a reconstructed appearance generated by collapse and entropy. 

Section 8 develops this idea in four steps. First, it proposes that causal collapse occurs across an 

entire entangled strand rather than as a point-like sequential push. Second, it clarifies why time 

remains a perceptual reconstruction driven by entropy gradients. Third, it explains why already-

collapsed structures cannot be undone, even though new collapse pathways can still be created. 

Finally, it argues that entropic boundaries make genuine reversal of the past physically forbidden 

within the CUWF ontology. 

8.1 Causal Collapse Happens Entirely, Not Sequentially 

In ordinary intuition, a cause happens at one moment and an effect follows at a later moment. CUWF 

challenges this picture at the structural level. Once systems are entangled within the same wave 

strand, collapse is not confined to a single isolated instant. It spans the full resonant domain linked by 

that entanglement. 
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This may be written schematically as: 

Ψ_entangled → collapse across all (x₁, t₁), (x₂, t₂), …, (xₙ, tₙ) ∈ Γ(Ψ) 

where: 

• Ψ_entangled denotes the entangled wave structure; 

• Γ(Ψ) denotes the full domain of entangled influence; 

• and collapse imprints the cause–effect structure across the entire linked strand. 

The key claim is not that ordinary sequence disappears from experience, but that sequence is not 

fundamental. At the deeper level, collapse inscribes the relational structure as a whole. This is why one 

cannot return to a single past point and alter it in isolation. Any such modification would require the 

restructuring of the already-collapsed strand to which that point belongs. 

In CUWF, the impossibility of changing the past is therefore not primarily a logical prohibition. It is a 

structural one. Once resonance with an observer and environment has been established through 

collapse, the strand has already been written as a relational whole. 

8.2 Time Is a Perceptual Illusion Driven by Entropy Gradient 

Section 7 argued that time is not fundamental, but emergent. Section 8 now sharpens that claim in 

causal terms. What observers experience as temporal flow is the local interpretation of entropy 

difference between collapse relations. 

A schematic expression of perceived time may be written as: 

T_perceived = S(t_effect) − S(t_cause) 

where: 

• T_perceived is the time experienced by the observer; 
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• S(t) is the entropy associated with the relevant collapse state; 

• and the perceived sequence of past, present, and future is reconstructed from their entropic 

difference. 

Within this interpretation, the brain may be treated as a localized wave-processing node that translates 

entropy flow into ordered experience. The sequence 'past → present → future' is therefore not the 

intrinsic structure of causality itself, but the observer’s reconstruction of changing collapse relations. 

CUWF accordingly proposes a distinction between causal structure and causal experience. Cause 

and effect may co-arise within the same wave strand, while the observer experiences them 

sequentially because the observer is embedded in a slower, localized interpretive process. Time does 

not literally flow as an independent substance. Entropy changes, and that change is perceived as time. 

8.3 Why the Past Cannot Be Undone, but the Future Can Be Reoriented 

The CUWF account of irreversible collapse has an important consequence: once a structure has 

collapsed into reality, it cannot simply be erased and restored to its prior uncollapsed state. A past 

action, event, or relation becomes part of the collapsed architecture of the world. 

This may be expressed schematically as: 

Ψ_past + Ψ_observer → collapse → R_collapsed 

where: 

• Ψ_past denotes the wave structure of a prior action or event; 

• Ψ_observer denotes the wave of the observing or participating node; 

• and R_collapsed denotes the realized relational outcome. 

Once collapse has occurred, the resulting reality is structurally inscribed. It is not reversible in the 

ordinary sense, because its collapse history has already entered the relational fabric of spacetime. 
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However, CUWF also maintains that new collapse pathways remain open. A new action does not erase 

the old collapse, but it can generate a new relational result: 

Ψ_new choice + Ψ_observer → collapse → R_new 

This means that past collapse cannot be undone, but future structure can still be redirected. In moral, 

psychological, or existential language, one might say that past karma cannot be erased, but it can be 

reinterpreted and rebalanced through new alignment. In stricter CUWF language, old collapse cannot 

be deleted, but new collapse can change the relational trajectory that follows from it. 

This distinction is important. CUWF does not support literal erasure of the past. It supports forward 

reorientation through new coherence. 

8.4 Entropic Boundaries Prevent Time Reversal 

If one were to attempt genuine return to the past, CUWF argues that the requirement would be 

extreme: one would have to reconstruct the entire wave configuration from which the present emerged, 

including all phase relations, all memory resonances, and all entropic coherence conditions across the 

already-collapsed strand. 

The energetic demand of such a reversal is expressed schematically as: 

ΔE_reversal → ∞    ⇒    forbidden transition 

The reason is structural rather than merely paradoxical. Not all waveforms are reversible once collapse 

and entropic increase have occurred. The topology of realized reality cannot simply be unfolded 

backward without reconstructing the whole entangled domain from which it emerged. 

Entropy therefore permits forward collapse but forbids full reversal of collapsed history. What blocks 

time reversal is not only practical limitation, but the irreversible writing of relational structure into the 

wave topology itself. 
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8.5 Section Summary 

Section 8 extends the CUWF account of time by showing that causality, too, must be reinterpreted 

once time is no longer fundamental. Cause and effect are not fundamentally stretched across an 

independent temporal axis. They are inscribed together within collapse structure and only later 

experienced sequentially by embedded observers. 

The past cannot be changed because it has already collapsed into the relational architecture of reality. 

New collapse can redirect what follows, but it cannot erase what has already been written. Time 

reversal is therefore not forbidden merely by paradox; it is forbidden by the entropic and topological 

irreversibility of collapse itself. 

The deeper implication is that causality is a feature of relational writing, not of temporal transport. This 

conclusion prepares the transition to the next section, where gravity is reinterpreted as entropic wave 

memory within the same emergent framework. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


