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Section 6. The lllusion of Spacetime: Why Spacetime Appears Fundamental

If geometry and curvature belong to the projection layer, then spacetime must also be relocated
there. The question is no longer whether spacetime exists in an operational sense. The deeper
question is why spacetime appears so stable, continuous, and indispensable that physics repeatedly

mistakes it for the substrate of reality.

Within the CUWF framework, the answer is direct. Spacetime is not the stage of the universe. Itis
the long-duration shadow cast by extremely stable collapse regimes. What appears fundamental is

what has remained projection-stable for so long that its derived status becomes invisible.

6.1 The lllusion of Continuity

The apparent continuity of spacetime is one of the strongest reasons it feels ontologically primary.
In ordinary macroscopic regimes, no discrete re-selection of relational accessibility is seen.
Coordinates appear continuous, trajectories appear smooth, and worldlines appear persistent. CUWF
explains this not by granting spacetime fundamental status, but by pointing to the extraordinary

stability of collapse in coherent regimes.

First, collapse-selection may proceed extremely slowly relative to the internal timescales of the
systems being described. When relational accessibility kernels vary only gradually, no abrupt discrete

restructuring is visible at the projection layer. Collapse then appears continuous.

Second, macroscopic physical reality operates in very high-coherence regimes. Pathways are not
merely selected once; they are reselected repeatedly in almost identical form. This repeated
compatibility suppresses relational noise and makes projection mappings behave deterministically

over long intervals.
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Third, when accessibility kernels remain sufficiently invariant across enormous numbers of
collapse cycles, the projection layer acquires memory. That memory is expressed observationally as

persistent coordinates, stable trajectories, and long-lived worldline structure.

Continuity is therefore not a primitive property of spacetime itself. It is a statistical and dynamical

artifact of prolonged collapse stability.

6.2 Time and Space as Derived Ordering Parameters

Once spacetime is removed from the foundational layer, both time and space must be
reinterpreted. Neither is primitive. Both are derived ordering parameters extracted from stable

relational persistence.
Time, in CUWF, is not a flowing dimension. It is the ordering of collapse events.

Let {Cq, C2, C3, ...} denote a sequence of collapse selections. Time is then nothing more
fundamental than the relational ordering of those selections once recordability becomes stable enough

for such ordering to be extracted consistently.

What clocks measure is therefore not time-in-itself. They measure the rhythm of stable collapse

sequencing within a given coherence regime.

Space is likewise not primitive extension. It is relational persistence. When the same accessibility
pathways survive across many collapse cycles, states appear fixed relative to one another. This

persistent relational order is what the projection layer compresses into spatial structure.

Distance appears stable not because space exists first, but because relational memory is long

and collapse-selection is highly repeatable.
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6.3 When the lllusion Breaks

The derived nature of spacetime becomes visible precisely where projection stability fails. Such
failure does not mean that physics stops. It means that spacetime ceases to remain the correct

language for what the substrate is doing.

In the early universe, collapse coherence was too weak and accessibility kernels were too
unstable for stable projection to form. Geometry had not yet stabilized, and spacetime continuity did
not yet exist in the ordinary sense. The early universe was therefore not simply a smaller version of

today’s spacetime. It was pre-geometric.

Inside black-hole interior regimes, accessibility gradients diverge and projection mappings fail.
The relational field remains real, but it can no longer be compressed consistently into coordinate-
based spacetime description. What standard theory calls a singularity is therefore not a point inside

spacetime, but a breakdown of spacetime as a valid projection language.

Near stillness boundaries and other entropic extremes, collapse sequencing becomes too
unstable or too weakly differentiated for ordinary accessibility ordering to remain coherent. In such
domains, spacetime loses operational meaning. These are not places where reality vanishes; they are

places where the spacetime illusion loses structural support.

6.4 Core Claim of Section 6

The result of this section may now be stated in direct form. Spacetime appears fundamental only
because collapse dynamics are so stable, so coherent, and so persistent across ordinary regimes that

their projection becomes practically indistinguishable from reality.

Paper A-13 therefore does not deny the usefulness of spacetime. It explains its success while
denying its primitivity. Spacetime is not the substrate of the universe. It is the extraordinarily stable

shadow of relational collapse dynamics.
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