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23. Carl Jung — The Collective Unconscious

1.Brief Biography & Context

Carl Gustav Jung (1875-1961) was a Swiss psychiatrist and psychoanalyst, originally a
close collaborator of Sigmund Freud before breaking away to establish his own school
of thought: Analytical Psychology. Jung’s most influential and controversial idea was the
Collective Unconscious — a deeper layer of the psyche shared across humanity,
containing primordial images he called archetypes. His ideas bridged psychology, myth,
religion, and culture, profoundly shaping modern depth psychology and symbolic

studies.

2.Core Theory

Jung’s Collective Unconscious extends beyond personal experience. Unlike the
personal unconscious (repressed memories, forgotten experiences), the collective
unconscious consists of archetypes: universal motifs like the Hero, the Shadow, the
Mother, and the Self. These are inherited patterns of psychic structure, not learned but
instinctively present. Jung argued that they guide human perception, imagination, and

behavior.

Formally, Jung described the psyche as stratified:

Psyche = Conscious + Personal Unconscious + Collective Unconscious
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where the deepest layer, the collective unconscious, acts as a shared reservoir of

symbolic resonance across humanity.

3.What the Theory Explains Clearly

The collective unconscious explains:

- The recurrence of similar myths, symbols, and religious motifs across cultures.

- Universal patterns in dreams and fantasies, even among individuals with no cultural
contact.

- The deep psychological forces that shape behavior beyond individual experience.

It provides a framework for understanding cultural continuity and the universality of

human imagination.

4 Unresolved Issues / Limitations

Critics argue that Jung’s archetypes lack empirical proof and remain too vague for
scientific validation. Modern neuroscience has not found a literal structure
corresponding to the 'collective unconscious.' Furthermore, the universality of myths and
symbols might also be explained by shared human biology and environment rather than
an inherited psychic field. Jung’s blending of science, myth, and metaphysics leaves the

concept open to both inspiration and skepticism.

© 2025 CHAYUT TECHASAMRAN 117



N

CUWF

Paper B: Historical & Dialogical Contexts WWWw.cuwfcosmos.com

5.Jung’s Perspective

Jung viewed himself as both a scientist and a visionary. He believed that rational
science could not capture the full depth of the psyche, which was inherently symbolic.
For Jung, the collective unconscious was a reality as impactful as the physical world,

shaping human destiny through archetypal patterns.

6.CUWF Interpretation (Closing the Gap — Extended)

CUWEF reframes Jung’s collective unconscious as an expression of entropic resonance
within the universal wavefield. Archetypes are not mysterious psychic entities but stable
resonance patterns in the informational wave-space of humanity.

- Just as Darwin explained biological persistence, Jung explained psychological
persistence: ideas, symbols, and patterns that resonate strongly survive across cultures
and generations.

- In CUWF terms, an archetype is a low-entropy attractor in the mental wavefield, a
stable symbolic mode that re-emerges whenever the conditions of human experience

disturb the wave.

Thus, what Jung intuited as 'collective unconscious' may be formalized as the shared
resonance layer of human cognition within the universal wavefunction — not

supernatural, but a natural manifestation of entropic harmonics.
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7.Summary & Transition

Jung’s collective unconscious extended the scope of psychology to universal symbolic
patterns, showing that the mind is not isolated but embedded in a shared archetypal
field. CUWF interprets this as resonance within the human informational wavefield,
grounding Jung’s intuition in physics-like principles. This prepares the way for Alan
Turing (Section 22), where the question shifts from unconscious patterns of the human

psyche to the comparison of artificial intelligence and human thought.
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