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27. Laozi — Tao as the Primordial Wave

1. Brief Biography & Context

Laozi (ca. 6th century BCE), traditionally regarded as the the founder of Daoism
(Taoism), is credited with composing the Tao Te Ching, a seminal text of only 5,000
characters that profoundly shaped Chinese philosophy and world thought. He lived
during a time of political turmoil in the Zhou Dynasty and proposed a way of life rooted
not in force or hierarchy, but in harmony with the Tao (Dao) — the ineffable, underlying
source and flow of existence. Laozi’s vision resonates not as a religion of worship, but as

a philosophy of alignment with the natural order.

2. Core Theory

At the heart of Laozi’s teaching is the Tao (:‘IE), the primordial, unnamable origin of all
things. The Tao is not a deity, but the fundamental process and field through which the
“ten thousand things” emerge, transform, and dissolve. Its movement is expressed
through wu wei (ﬁi%) — action without resistance, flowing naturally with the currents

of the universe.

Symbolically, in CUWF terms:

Tao = Wy (the primordial wave function)
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The Tao precedes all collapses:

Wo— W, W, ... . WUp

Where all emergent forms (the “ten thousand things”) are conditional resonances of the

primordial field.

3. What the Theory Explains Clearly

- Why existence arises from a unified but ineffable source.

- Why harmony with nature brings stability, while forced control brings turbulence.

- How non-interference (wu wei) parallels the natural lowering of entropy in resonance.

- Why opposites (yin—yang) are not contradictions but complementary oscillations of the

Tao.

4. Unresolved Issues / Limitations

- The Tao is deliberately beyond words; every description risks distortion.

- Philosophical Daoism vs Religious Daoism diverge significantly, causing interpretative
tension.

- In scientific terms, Tao is metaphorical; equating it to a wave function is heuristic, not
literal.

- The lack of formal logic in Taoist texts can make it hard to integrate rigorously into

scientific frameworks.
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5. Laozi’s Perspective

Laozi himself insisted that the Tao that can be spoken is not the eternal Tao. He
discouraged rigid systems of morality or politics, advocating instead for simplicity,
humility, and living in accordance with the natural flow. To him, Tao is not something to
be controlled or defined, but something to be aligned with — like a sailor setting the sail

to catch the wind rather than commanding the wind itself.

6. CUWF Interpretation (Closing the Gap — Extended)

In CUWF terms, the Tao can be seen as the primordial wave field, the baseline potential
from which all resonance emerges.

- Primordiality: The Tao is equivalent to the “pre-collapse” field, holding all possibilities.
- Wu Wei: Not passive, but resonance-alignment — minimizing entropy by not resisting
the natural flow of waves.

- Yin—Yang: The oscillatory duality of resonance—collapse, energy-stiliness.

- Cosmic Continuity: Just as Tao never ceases, the wave field never annihilates; it

transforms endlessly.

This reframing situates Laozi as the first to intuitively describe what modern physics calls
a universal field. CUWF extends this by formalizing Tao as the Wy state, the ground of

being where entropy is minimal and potential is maximal.
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7. Summary & Transition

Laozi’s Tao is not a god but the primordial flow, the unnameable source underlying all
existence. By seeing Tao as the universal wave field, CUWF integrates ancient Daoist
wisdom into the physics of resonance and collapse. Harmony, in this sense, is entropy

minimization through alignment with the Tao.

Transition: From Laozi’s Tao as the primordial field, we now move to Nagarjuna’s
concept of S'l_,lnyaté (emptiness), which reframes potentiality not as flow but as

openness — the dynamic stillness that allows collapse to occur.
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