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28.   Nagarjuna – Śūnyatā as the Potential of Stillness 

1. Brief Biography & Context 

Nagarjuna (ca. 150–250 CE) was an Indian Buddhist philosopher, regarded as the 

founder of the Madhyamaka school of Mahāyāna Buddhism. Living during a time when 

Buddhist thought was fragmenting into multiple interpretations, Nagarjuna offered a 

radical synthesis: the doctrine of śūnyatā (emptiness). His masterpiece, the 

Mūlamadhyamakakārikā (Fundamental Verses on the Middle Way), reshaped Buddhist 

philosophy, emphasizing that all phenomena lack inherent existence. His thought 

profoundly influenced not only Buddhist metaphysics, but also logic, epistemology, and 

the dialogue between philosophy and ultimate reality. 

2. Core Theory 

Nagarjuna’s central idea is śūnyatā (emptiness): nothing exists independently or 

permanently; all phenomena arise in dependence on causes and conditions. This is not 

nihilism, but the recognition of interdependence. 

 

In formal logic: 

∀x, ¬(x has svabhāva) 

 

Meaning: For every phenomenon x, it does not have an independent self-nature 

(svabhāva). 
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And in CUWF terms: 

Ψ(x) ≠ isolated → Ψ(x) = f({Ψi}) 

 

Each wave-function exists only as a function of interactions with other waves. 

3. What the Theory Explains Clearly 

- Why clinging to things as inherently real leads to delusion. 

- Why all phenomena are relational, arising only in dependent origination. 

- Why ultimate reality cannot be found in “things” but in the dynamic field of conditions. 

- Why the Middle Way avoids extremes of eternalism (“things exist permanently”) and 

nihilism (“nothing exists at all”). 

4. Unresolved Issues / Limitations 

- Critics argue śūnyatā risks being interpreted as nihilism if misunderstood. 

- Some schools of Buddhism see Nagarjuna’s logic as too abstract, detached from 

practice. 

- Modern science struggles to integrate “emptiness” into empirical frameworks. 

- The boundary between metaphysical insight and logical deconstruction remains 

debated. 
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5. Nagarjuna’s Perspective 

Nagarjuna did not seek to destroy meaning but to liberate thought from reification. By 

showing that all concepts collapse under ultimate analysis, he pointed toward direct 

realization rather than intellectual fixation. His stance was one of radical openness — 

dismantling illusions of inherent existence to reveal the potential of reality as relational 

flow. 

6. CUWF Interpretation (Closing the Gap — Extended) 

In CUWF terms, śūnyatā = the potential field of stillness, the infinite openness that 

allows waves to arise and collapse. 

- Emptiness as Potential: Not nothingness, but the absence of fixed form → the 

condition that makes resonance possible. 

- Interdependence: Every wave arises only in relation; no wave is independent of the 

field. 

- Middle Way: Resonance–collapse cycle avoids the extremes of static permanence 

(frozen entropy) and total annihilation (zero field). 

- Entropy Reduction: Seeing emptiness dissolves clinging, aligning perception with the 

fluidity of the wave field. 

 

Thus, Nagarjuna can be seen as a philosopher of wave-relational ontology: reality is 

neither “substance” nor “void” but a dynamic openness that hosts collapse and 

resonance. 
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7. Summary & Transition 

Nagarjuna’s doctrine of emptiness dismantles illusions of permanence and grounds 

reality in radical interdependence. In CUWF terms, śūnyatā is the still potential, the 

zero-point openness in which all resonance emerges. His Middle Way aligns perfectly 

with CUWF’s wave cycle, where stability comes not from clinging but from flowing with 

the relational field. 

 

Transition: From emptiness as potential (Nagarjuna), we move next to Tesla, whose 

vision of energy and resonance echoes this dynamic field — but now applied to the 

cosmos of matter and electricity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


